Music Development Plan
Brighton Aldridge Community Academy

The document below outlines the Music development plan for BACA for the academic year 2026-
2027. This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
curricular and extra-curricular music. This information is to help students and parents and carers
understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our students' music education.

| hope you enjoy reading this music development plan, and should you have any further questions,
please feel free to email me at joanne.mosely@baca.aldridgeeducation.org

| am proud to work at BACA, with our music team and all our students to aid them through school
music to build a life-long-love of music, whatever that might look like in the future.

Detail
Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027
Date this summary was published September 2026

Date this summary will be reviewed

January 2027 then termly throughout the year

Name of school leadership team member with
responsibility for music (if different)

Miss J Mosely

Name of local music hub

Create Music

Name of other music education organisation(s)
(if partnership in place)

This template supports the DfE vision set out in the refreshed National Plan for Music Education 2022
for all schools to have a published School Music Development Plan by September 2023.



mailto:jmosely@baca-uk.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

Our Music Curriculum

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much
time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications
or awards that students can achieve. Curriculum

music
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All rights reserved.

As a school we are proud that our school timetable curriculum includes 1 music lesson a week for
Years 7, 8 and 9. This allows for the music department to plan 6 or 7 week Schemes of Work
(SOWs), depending on the half term. During these lessons students develop their skills as
performers, composers and critical listeners of a wide variety of music genres. In KS4 students who
opt in to study Music as one of their KS4 options will have 5 lessons a fortnight working towards
their BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice qualification. The BTEC Award was chosen as a vocational
course linked to the industry pathway students were most likely to follow.

Key Stage 3 Curriculum
At BACA our aim is to make our students feel like musicians through practical music making. Our

curriculum covers the three key areas of performance, composition and listening and appraising a
variety of different genres.
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The aim for Year 7 is to introduce students to Music and build a foundation for learning, especially
where there is an absence of Music in Primary School. Year 7 focuses on giving students their first
musical experiences, including: performing on a range of instruments (Djembe, Ukulele, Keyboard)
and composing using instruments and technology.

Year 8: Explore

The aim of Year 8 is to build on the performance, composition, and technology skills learnt in Year
7 through practical music-making. Students will use a range of instruments including Samba
percussion instruments, keyboards, and band instruments. As well as using software on Apple Mac
computers.

Year 9: Focus

The aim of Year 9 is the chance for students to decide whether Music is an option for KS4. Students
hone in their skillset to a range of stimuli/briefs, as well as develop the independence needed to
succeed in Music. Work completed in Year 9 will form the knowledge base to succeed in Year 10
BTEC.

Specific topics have been included in KS3 that are built upon in KS4 level, for example Film Music
and Samba music are both studied in KS3, which is developed at KS4. The Year 9 ensemble
performance links heavily to the BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice.

Year 10: Accelerate & Year 11: Achieve

BACA offers Music at KS4 running the BTEC Tech Level 2 Award in Music Practice (which is graded
from a Level 1 Pass to a Distinction Star - equivalent to GCSE grade 1 to 9). Students at KS4 explore
the qualification through practical music making and theory activities. Throughout KS4 students
engage with performance, creation and production skills but are able to ‘specialise’ within the
realms of the courses on a specific instrument, voice or via performance or production outlets. The
BTEC Tech Award allows for progression to KS5 to carry on and pursue musical learning at a higher
level at both vocational level 3 and A level.

More information about the BTEC Music Practice can be found using the following link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-
practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-

spec.pdf

We thread the Aldridge Attribute of Creativity, Passion, Teamwork, Determination, Problem
Solving and Risk Taking. Our ambition is to challenge students to try new things in a safe space, as
well as develop these transferable skills. Students work collaboratively and learn from others,
replicating the real-life social context of music and providing meaningful musical experiences.

SEND in Music


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf

We have excellent access to music for our students who have Special Education Needs or
Disabilities. We are fully aware of the therapeutic qualities that music can have for disabled and
SEN students. As such, these identified students take full part in music lessons alongside the rest of
the school community.

The Music department is fully accessible with no steps to any of the classrooms or rehearsal rooms.
There is a lift to provide access to the first floor for wheelchair users. The department is also
aware that music lessons can be overwhelming for some students and as such the school has
multiple sets of ear defenders available as well as operating a time out/time in system to allow
students to take a short break and then allow them to re-enter when they feel they can. Resources
are naturally adapted to suit all learners and all abilities. Due to the nature of the subject,
resources will provide a variety of challenge levels to allow all abilities to access and take part in
classroom activities.

The school also encourages students to be involved with the arts through non performance routes
such as technical and backstage opportunities when the department is working in the theatre
throughout the year.

Pupil Premium in Music
Students who have Pupil Premium status are given first priority on instrument use and teacher
support.



Extra-curricular music - Music Tuition, Choirs and Ensembles

This section is about opportunities for our students to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including extra tuition available, and our school choirs, ensembles and bands, and how students
can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.

Music Hub: Create Music and Music Tuition

Our peripatetic lessons are provided through our local music hub, Create Music. As a school we are
proud that we give access to peripatetic lessons across a range of instruments and for voice. The
provision gives students the opportunity to learn an instrument individually or as part of small
groups. We have the ability to teach any instrument a student desires via this company when it is
requested. Students are able to play for fun or with more academic rigor. Some students learn
aurally, using YouTube tutorials as guidance, others learn by ear with music notation.

The fees vary depending on how many students are in a lesson, and the length of time of lesson
chosen by the parent. However, Create Music offers bursaries for disadvantaged students and BACA
is proud to use its Pupil Premium budget to fund the remaining cost to ensure that money is not a
barrier to learning an instrument.

Create Music offers an instrument loan system with orchestral instruments currently being loaned
free of charge.

Extra-Curricular Clubs at BACA

Our Music department is open every day during lunch and has always been excellently attended by
different students across the school. During this time students participate enthusiastically
developing musicianship. We open practice spaces regularly for students to further improve their
practical work that begins in the classroom to give room for further improvement. This regular
availability supports individual and small group rehearsal on any instrument and for voice.

In addition, we also have a variety of weekly after school clubs that students are encouraged to
attend including:
Choir, Karaoke Club, House Band, Crew Club and Samba.



Musical Experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in
assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

At BACA we strive to offer students a range of creative experiences across the academic year both
within and outside the school environment. Our school groups perform internally and externally on
a regular, termly basis.

Internal Music Events for 2026 - 2027

We hold termly in school and out of school performances below.

Term 1 - Create Music Taster Session for all Year 7 students, Open Evening
Term 2 - Winter Showcase

Term 3 - Whole School Musical (TBC)

Term 4 - Everybody Sings

Term 5 -

Term 6 - Summer Showcase

External Trips for 2026 -2027

Term 1 - Trip to a Theatre performance

Term 2 - Choir Trip to perform at St Andrew’s Church

Term 3 - Choir to perform at Voice in a Million at the OVO Arena in London
Term 4 -

Term 5 - Samba Performance in the Brighton Festival Children’s Parade
Term 6 - Trip for a workshop at Glyndebourne Opera House

For external trips letters are sent to parents or carers to attain permission, as well as details of
whether the event or trip is ticketed and the costing. It will also explain if an event or a trip is free
of charge or includes a fee and how to pay (via BromCom). Students with Pupil Premium status
receive discounts or fully funded places on trips, and their lunch is provided on the day if they are
out of school for an event or trip.

This is updated during the school year as more opportunities arise at City or country level.



In The Future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

We continually build on and develop our music plan each academic year. We will continue to
maintain our high-quality music provision, for example maintaining the amount of time students
are able to access timetabled music lessons. We may introduce the teaching of new instruments, in
the future and will continue with our termly and frequent performances expanding to having
performances during all school events such as Parents’ Evenings.

Expand community engagement projects and explore new partnerships with professional musicians.
Continue enhancing the curriculum with real-world applications in music.

The school’s vision for music education in the coming years is one of growth, innovation, and
inclusivity. By integrating technology, exploring diverse musical genres, and focusing on real-world
applications, we aim to provide students with a rich and varied musical experience. Whether they
go on to pursue music professionally or simply enjoy music as a lifelong passion, the goal is to
equip them with the skills, knowledge, and confidence to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

To re-obtain our Artsmark Platinum award we plan to maintain our strong musical links with our
feeder primary schools and build on these where possible, and continue with workshop planning
that occurs in school for both KS3 and KS4 students during the academic calendar.



Further Information

This is to provide any further information about your school’s music development plan, including
links to your local music hub partners, other local music education organisations and contacts.

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how
they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for
support beyond the school.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

